|l Auschwitz and the Hol ocaust

Qur turn cane. My nother, ny sons,and | stepped before the

sel ectors."Then | commtted ny second terrible error. The sel ector waved
ny not her and nyself to the adult group.He classed ny younger son Thomas

with the children and the aged, which was to nean i nmedi ate exterm nati on.

He hesitated before Arvad, ny ol der son.

My heart thunped violently. This officer,a |arge nman who wore gl asses,
seenmed to be trying to act fairly.Later | learned that he was Dr.Fritz
Klein,the ";Chief Selector." ";This boy nmust be nore than twelve,"

he remarked to ne.

";No," | protested..

The truth that Arvad was twel ve,and | could have said so.He was big for
his age, but | wanted to spare himfromlabors that m ght prove too
arduous for him

";Very well," Klein agreed amably..";To the left!"

| had persuaded ny nother that she should follow the children and take
care of them At her age she had the right to the treatnent accorded to
the elderly and there woul d be soneone to | ook after Arvad and Thonas.

"My nother would like to remain with the children,” | said.
";Very well," he again acquiesced..";You 'll all be in the sanme canp."
";And in several weeks you 'Il all be reunited," another officer added,

wth asmle.
" Next!"1

Auschwitz is the central site of the Holocaust.This is attested by the
fact that,at |east since the year 1951 when Theodor Adorno stated that
to wite a poemafter Auschwitz is barbaric,” the word Auschwitz has
beconme a synecdoche for the Hol ocaust in general.?2

There are various reasons why Auschwitz is legitimately seen as the
center of the Holocaust. First of all,it is the site where the single
| ar gest group of Jews were nurdered. According to Raul Hil berg's rather



conservative figures,which | hold to be the nost reliable estinmte of

total Jew sh deaths,the Hol ocaust clained 5.1 mllion Jewi sh |ives. O
t hi s nunber, over 800,000 Jews died as the result of ghettoization and
general privation,over 1.3 mllion were nmurdered in open-air shootings,

and up to 3 mllion died in the canps. O these, Auschwitz had the highest
nortality wwth 1 mllion Jews,followed by Treblinka and Bel zec with
750, 000 and 550, 000 Jews respectively.3

Second of all,Auschwitz is seen as the central site because the canp
becanme the destination to a greater variety of Jews than any other. From
at | east twelve European countries Jews were deported to Auschw tz, and as
such Auschwitz testifies to the pan-European character of

t he Hol ocaust. 4 Then Auschwitz nay be seen as a particularly pointed
attenpt to destroy not only Jews, but also the soul of Judaism As the
great Jew sh phil osopher Franz Rosenzwei g rem nded the generation that
was to succunb in Auschwitz,the Jews were the first to understand that
the son is born so that he may bear wtness to his father's father "; The
grandson renews the nane of the forebear.The patriarchs of old call upon
their | ast descendant by his nane -which is theirs."5 Thus God

planted eternal [ife in the mdst of the Jew sh peopl e. Rosenzwei g
observed how the Jew sh concept of a |inked sequence of everlasting life
whi ch goes from grandparent to grandchild will knowits eternity to be
present in the child of its child.Because of this,Jews could forego to
claimits eternity by neans of the possession of land.In the grandchild,
the Jewi sh nation knew itself to ";begin again." As Elie Wesel wote in
a commentary on the new begi nni ng Adam and Eve made after they had

been thrown out of Paradise,";it is not given to man to begin."This,so he
argues,is God's privilege.";But it is given to man to begin again -and he
does so every tinme he chooses to defy death and side with the living."6
This,in a nutshell,is the eternal foundation of a people which defines
itself in the relationship between the old and the young.Iln Auschwitz the
Germans annul led this link,and wth that tried to destroy the very basis
of Jew sh existence:on arrival the old and the young,the grandparents and
the grandchildren,were i medi ately sent to the gaschanbers. And thus the

| i nked sequence of the everlasting |ife which,for the Jews, goes from
grandparent to grandchild,was to be destroyed fromthe very begi nning. The
generation in between was allowed to live for sonewhat |onger,in the
barracks adjacent to the ranps where the sel ection took pl ace, under the
snoke of the crematoria. Auschwitz was,in the testinony of a survivor
Yehi el Dinur given during the Eichmann Trial,a different planet.

Time there was not like tinme on earth. Every fraction of a mnute there
passed on a different scale of tine.And the inhabitants of this planet
had no nanes, they had no parents nor did they have children. There they
did not dress in the way we dress here; they were not born there and they
did not give birth;they breathed according to different |aws of nature;



they did not live -nor did they die -according to the laws of this
wor | d. 7

In this world,the old covenants between people were destroyed -not only
at the nonent of selection,but also for those ";lucky " enough to survive
their initial confrontation with Auschwitz.. The whol e canp system was
designed to make fathers strangers to their sons, nothers strangers

to their daughters,to set brother against brother and sister against
sister.Prino Levi comented in his The Drowned and the Saved that in
Auschwitz "; al nost everybody feels guilty of having omtted to offer
hel p. "

The presence at your side of a weaker -or |ess cunning, or ol der,or

t oo young -conpani on, hounding you with his demands for help or with his
sinple presence,in itself an entreaty,is a constant in the life of the
Lager. The demand for solidarity,for a human word, advi ce, even just a

| i steni ng ear,was permanent and universal but rarely satisfied. There was
no tine, space, privacy, pati ence, strength; nost often,the person to whom

t he request was addressed found hinself in his turn in a state of need,
entitled to confort.8

Those whose ancestors had given the world know edge of a God who had
created a good world fromnothing were confronted with the truth of
Auschwitz -the revelation that "; nman,the human species -we,in short -had
the potential to construct an infinite enormty of pain,and that pain

Is the only force created from nothing,wthout cost and without effort. It
I s enough not to see, not to listen, not to act.--"9 Therefore Auschwtz
has remai ned such an enornmous chal l enge to survival of Judaisma religion
that centers on a covenant of |ife between God and Abraham a covenant
that stipulates that the stronger will bear witness to the suffering of
the weaker in a world that God acknow edged to be "; good."

Furt her nor e, and perhaps nore inportantly for those concerned with the
general cultural historical inmpact of Auschwitz,the canp nmay be consi dered
the center of the Hol ocaust because it was in its technol ogy and

organi zation thoroughly ";nodern." For Henry Feingold,, Auschw tz narked
the juncture where the European industrial systemwent awy."; [| ]nstead
of enhancing life,which was the original hope of the Enlightennent,it
began to consune itself." Therefore Auschwitz was ";a nundane extension
of the nodern factory system"

Rat her than produci ng goods,the raw materi al was human bei ngs and the end
product was death,so nany units per day marked carefully on the manager's
production charts. The chi meys, the very synbol of the nodern factory
system poured forth acrid snoke produced by burning human fl esh. The
brilliantly organized railroad grid of nodern Europe carried a new kind



of raw material to the factories.It did so in the sanme manner as with

ot her cargo.Iln the gas chanbers the victins inhal ed noxi ous gases
generated by prussic acid pellets,which were produced by the

advanced chem cal industry of Gernmany. Engi neers desi gned the crematori a;
manager s desi gned the system of bureaucracy that worked with a zest and
efficiency nore backward nati ons woul d envy. Even the overall plan itself
was a reflection of the nodern scientific spirit gone awy. 10

As the nexus of technol ogi cal prowess, bureaucratic discipline and
| deol ogi cal determ nation, Auschwitz was not only thoroughly nodern, but

also ";civilized." As Franklin H .Littel observed,the death canps were not
pl anned, built and operated by illiterate, unschool ed savages."; The
killing centres were,like their inventors, products of what had been for

generations one of the best university systens in the world."11 The
architect who designed Birkenau was a Bauhaus graduate. Dr.Josef Mengele
had a degree in philosophy fromthe University of Minich,and a degree

In medicine fromthe University of Frankfurt am M n,and believed hinself
to be a herald of a new era.lnspired by Mengel e,the German dranati st Rol f
Hochhut h had the canp doctor state in his controversial play The Deputy
that Auschwitz marked the end of the old and the begi nning of a new age.

The truth is, Auschwitz refutes creator,creation,and the creature.
Life as an idea is dead.

This may well be the beginning of a great new era,

a redenption from suffering.

Fromthis point of view only one crinme remains:cursed be he who creates
life.

| crenate |ife. That is modern humanitari ani sm-the sole salvation from
the future. 12

As Hochhut h's doctor declares,the nodernity of Auschwitz was partly
enbodied in the crematoria,which offered in their |ogical arrangenent of
undr essi ng roons, gas chanbers, and crematori a ovens a carefully thought-
out production facility of death.Yet the nodernity of this technol ogy of
mass destruction is not nerely enbodied in the statistics that state that

t he gas chanbers could kill so-many people in so-nmany m nutes, and the
ovens coul d reduce to ashes sonmany corpses in so-many hours.It is also
enbodied in the anonymity of the killing procedure itself.Ancient German

| aw, goi ng back to the pre-Christian era,stipulated that sentences of
deat h shoul d be pronounced in the mdst of the community in the open air,



and the judges who had condemmed a person to death shoul d be present at

t he execution,which |ikew se had to take place in full view of the
comunity, and the gods. All of this enbodied a profound sense that when
humans decide to take the |ife of another human bei ng on behal f of
society,they inflict a wound in the created world, and shoul d accept

public responsibility of this.In the nodern world,issues of personal
responsi bility and accountability tend to beconme diffused. At no point has
this becone so clear as in the case of Auschw tz, where Jews were executed
w t hout havi ng been subjected to a clearly established judicial procedure,
and where the killing itself took place hidden fromthe world, in (nostly)
under gr ound gas chanbers.

It is at this point useful to quote the follow ng consideration by Pierre
Vi dal - Naquet

I n what way do the gas chanbers have a specificity,not only in relation
to the Gulag (which is obvious)or in relation to other nethods of state
sponsored terror,but also in relation to the Nazi concentration canp
system as a whol e,and even in relation to the collective nurders carried
out by the Einsatzgruppen in the USSR?Bet ween death by gas and death by
bul | ets, or even death by exhaustion or by the action of exanthenatous
typhoid,is there a difference in kind?My personal response is that there
is a difference in kind. Wat,in the context of the SS State, do the

gas chanbers actually represent Not only, not essentially,do they
represent the industrialization of death -by which |I nean the enpl oynent
of industrial techniques for purposes of killing and not for production
(which was still being carried out, noreover,just besides the

sl aught er houses). Wiile the ";crematory ovens of Auschwitz were highly
refined tools,the techni ques used to operate the gas chanbers were of a
very | ow | evel . The essential issue does not lie there. The key point is
the negation of a crime within the crine itself The probl em has been
posed very well by a German | awyer, Attorney Hans Laternser,during the
course of the Auschwitz trial (1963-1965).Starting fromthe nonent the
order to kill was given, those who selected not -as is often said and as
| myself once happened to say -in order to separate those fit for work
fromthose unfit but in order to separate those who woul d be sent to
repl ace the di sappeared work force fromthose who would be killed right
away,were in reality not killers of Jews but saviors of Jews.This

| awyer was expressing in his own way sonething real :the reality of the
di ffusion of responsibility,the reality of the neardi sappearance of
responsi bility. Who, then,was the killer at Auschwitz?Was it the person who
put the Zyklon B tablets under the |lid that |ed into the gas chanbers?Al
the operations fromthe directing of victins as they left the trains to
t he undressi ng and cl eaning of bodies to their placenment inside the
crematoria were basically under SS control,of course.But all this was
done through the internediary of nenbers of the Sonder kommandos who,in



the end,were the only ones placed in direct contact wth death. 13

In other words,the very nodernity of Auschwitz -that is the anonymty of
the killing -is enbodied in the uni quely nodern phenonenon that has
arisen fromit:the fact of Hol ocaust Denial.As Vidal Naquet noted,";[t ]
he crime can be deni ed today because it was anonynous."14

The Anerican theol ogian Ri chard L. Rubenstein expl ored sone ot her

di nrensi ons of the ";nmodern hunmanitarianism"” of Auschwi tz..Rubenstein
defined Auschwitz as the suprene exanpl e of absolute dom nation that,

t hanks to technol ogy and bureaucracy, has beconme possible in the

nodern age. As a place which conbi ned exterm nation with slave | abour,
Auschwi tz constituted a new kind of society which all owed, so Rubenstein
bel i eves, a prophetic vision of a future increasingly confronted with the
assunmed probl em of ";surplus popul ations."

The deat h-canp system becane a society of total dom nation only when

heal thy i nmates were kept alive and forced to becone slaves rather than
killed outright.To repeat,as |ong as the canps [ Trebl i nka, Sobi bor, Bel zec,
Chel mmo ] served the single purpose of killing prisoners,one can speak of
the canps as places of mass execution but not as a new type of hunman
society. Most of the literature on the canps has tended to stress the role
of the canps as places of execution.Regrettably,few ethical theorists

or religious thinkers have paid attention to the highly significant
political fact that the canps were in reality a new form of human

soci ety.

Only when the dooned innates were kept alive for sone tine did the

new soci ety develop.It was at Auschwitz that the nost effective system of
exterm nati on, mass gas chanbers using Zyklon B coupled with on-the-spot
crematoria,was first put to use.lt was also at Auschwitz that the nost

t hor ough goi ng society of total domi nation in human history was

est abl i shed. Muich has been witten about the infanous Dr.Joseph Mengel e,

t he physician at Auschwi tz,who used to neet the new arrivals and separate
t hose who were to be killed i mediately fromthose who were to be worked
to death as sl aves. Such a selection process did not take place at canps

| i ke Treblinka because they functioned only as killing centers. At
Auschwi tz, the canp served two seem ngly contradictory purposes: Auschwi tz
was both a slave-labor and an execution center.G ven the nature of

sl avery as practised by the Germans, only dooned sl aves coul d successfully
be dealt with as things rather than as human bei ngs. 15

Rubenst ei n believed that,as things are going, Western urban civilization
I's doonmed to end in Necropolis,the newcity of the dead. As the Hol ocaust
was to him";an expression of sone of the nost significant political,
religious and denographic tendencies of Western civilisation in



the twentieth century,"” so Auschwitz was the term nal expression of the
chalice of nodernization::the city.

At Auschwitz,the Germans reveal ed new potentialities in the human ability
to dom nate, enslave, and exterm nate. They al so reveal ed new areas in

whi ch capitalist enterprise mght profitably and even respectably be

enpl oyed. The canps were thus far nore of a permanent threat to the human
future than they could have been had they functioned solely as an
exercise in mass killing. An exterm nation center can only manufacture
corpses,a society of total domi nation creates a world of the

living dead. 16

As not all deportees were killed on arrival, many nore survived Auschwitz
than any other of the death canps.O the 1.1 mllion Jews who were
deported to Auschwtz, sone 100,000 Jews |l eft the canp alive. Many of those
survivors were to succunb during the death march to the Wst, or during
their stay during the Spring of 1945 in concentration canps |ike
Buchenwal d and Bergen- Bel sen. Yet tens of thousands saw |i beration, and
testified after the war about their ordeal.And sonme even did so during
the war. The nost inportant war-tinme report on the Gernman genoci de of

the Jews, sponsored by the War Refugee Board,was witten by two escapees
from Auschwi t z, and described the exterm nation installation in sone
detail.And of the 100,000 gentile survivors of Auschw tz,of whomthe

Pol es,wth 75,000, were the | argest group,all who could did bear

witness to the use of the canp as an exterm nation center for Jews.

The technol ogy of nass destruction as it existed in Auschwitz al so points
at anot her inportant issue:the significance of the so-called Final
Solution of the Jewi sh Probl em as a&nbs; stateinitiated, state-sponsored,
and state-controll ed program of genocide. Li ke any maj or

hi stori cal problemthere has been,is,and probably will remain legitimte
di sagreenent between historians about various aspects of the history of

t he Hol ocaust. Yet there has been,is,and probably will remain a general
consensus that the German destruction of at |east five and possibly as
many as six and half mllion European Jews was not the result of
countless individual initiatives taken,as Irving phrased it in 1984, by ";
Nazi crimnals,acting probably w thout direct orders from above."17 The
evi dence of the operations of the Einsatzgruppen in the Gernman-occupi ed
parts of the Soviet Union,of the ghetto-clearings in Poland with the

subsequent nmass-killings in the Operati on Reinhard death canps, and of the
deportations of Jews from many countries over |ong distances to the
killing centres in Poland reveals a high | evel of organization involving

many state officials. Furthernore Auschwitz was constructed in the mddle

of the war,in a tinme that there was a general building stop in Gernany,

Wi th public funds. Many | evels in the German bureaucracy were involved in

t he process, providing special construction permts and rationed buil ding



materials. The German state railways cooperated when it gave after careful
consi deration pernission for the construction of a railway

spur connecting the existing railway tracks at Auschwitz to the
crematoria in Birkenau. As Dwrk and | have shown in our book Auschwtz:
1270 to the Present the concentration canp at Auschwitz was originally
not intended as an exterm nation center for Jews.Yet its staged
transformati on froma prison canp for Poles to a death canp for Jews
occurred on the initiative of,and under control of, the state -primarily
as it was enbodied in Reichsfihrer-SS Heinrich Hnmer in his capacity
as Chief of the German Poli ce.

Finally, Auschwitz is considered the center of the Hol ocaust because
enough of at least the two nost inportant parts,the Stanmm ager and

Bi rkenau, still remain to give the visitor a sense of the nature and scal e
of the operation. Treblinka, Bel zec, and Sobi bor, whi ch toget her hosted the
murder of 1.5 mllion Jews,were small canps denolished by the Germans at

the end of 1943.Very little to nothing of the original arrangenent can be
seen.Only recently in Bel zec,wth the uncovering of the enornous nass
graves, has it becone possible to acquire,at the |ocation of the nassacre,
sone visual sense of the atrocities that passed there.

In Auschwitz |,and nore inportantly in Auschwitz Il,this is different.
When the SS evacuated the canps,they had been able to dismantl e the gas
chanmbers and bl ow up the crematoria. But the Soviets found the rest of
the Stamm ager and Birkenau largely intact.ln 1947 the Polish Parlianment
adopted a | aw "; Comrenorating the Martyrdom of the Polish Nation and
other Nations in Gswiecim"” and the Mnister of Culture included both
Auschwitz | and Il in the new State Museum Auschw t z- Bi r kenau

G ven the many remains of the death canps -the guard towers,the barbed
wire fences,the gatehouse,the tracks,the barracks,the ruins of the
crematoria,and so on -it is not surprising that in a largely visual

cul ture dom nat ed by photography,filmand tel evision,the | andscape of
Auschwi tz becane an icon of the Hol ocaust. Alain Resnais ' and Jean
Cayrol's 1955 magnificent novie N ght and Fog was | argely shot in and
around Bi rkenau. The openi ng scenes showed the banal , seem ngly i nnocent
fields around the canp. Fil mng the remai ns at Birkenau, Resnais all owed
the horror to slowy energe fromthe mdst of banality. As the canera
panned the enpty barracks in Birkenau,the narrator imredi ately warned us
not to take the imge of the present for the reality of the past.

No description,no picture can restore their true di nension: endl ess,
uninterrupted fear. W woul d need the very mattress where scraps of food
wer e hi dden, the bl ankets that was fought over,the shouts and curses,the
orders repeated in every tongue,the sudden appearance of the S. S., seized
wth a desire for a spot check or for a practical joke.OF this brick



dormtory, of these threatened sl eepers,we can only show you the shell,the
shadow. 18

Resnais tries to evoke an inpression of the deportations by film ng what
remai ned of the deportees, in the showases of the nuseum at Auschwitz |
As he filnmed their contents,the narration which until then had so quietly
recal |l ed and probed, becone hal ting, as the uni nagi nabl e and unspeakable is
brought hone.Finally it stops -as if there is nothing nore to say about
the world of the canp. Resnais constantly returned to the fields of

Bi r kenau, and with every scene he confirnmed the factuality of the events

t hat happened there,and the centrality of Auschwitz for the

noder n under st andi ng of the worl d.

Revolutionary in its visual |anguage,and brilliant in its counterpoint of
I mmge and sound, past atrocity and present |andscape, Nl ght and Fog

si mul taneously established and confirned the central role of the

| andscape of Auschwitz in the nodern inmagination of atrocity.lt is not
surprising that, ever since, Auschwitz has becone one of the world s nost

I nportant places opilgrinmge. The recoll ections of the Anerican Konnilyn
Feig stand for the experience of many. Wen she first visited Auschw t z,
she was not very inpressed with the place,which turned out to be the
Stamml ager "; It is truly like visiting just another nuseum" Later that
day, , Fei g di scovered Birkenau - by accident..

W |eft Auschwitz when it was dark, but a full orange Polish nobon stood in
the sky. Wong turn, and suddenly, sil houetted starkly against the sky,the
strangest, eeriest sight | had ever seen.No one was around. |t was silent.
W got out,wal ked to the gates,and then peered through the fences.| did
not know what | was |ooking at,but it frightened ne to ny depths -a young
Anerican girl standing with a friend in Poland in the deserted

countrysi de,at Birkenau.l felt an overwhel m ng sense of evil -not horror,
as in the Auschwi tz warehouses, but evil.God,it was awful .l stood with ny
eyes wi de and ny nouth open, speechless.| had no idea what it was, but

| felt evil,and that nonent,that tinme, has never left ne. 19

This brings me to an autobi ographi cal note. Seei ng Ni ght and Fog as a high
school student in the early 1970s,and reading Feig's Hitler's Death Canps
as a doctoral candidate in the early 1980s,| becane interested in
Auschwi tz as a synbolic |andscape.|l travelled there in order to nake

a pilgrinmage to the central site of the nodern world. Yet wal ki ng around
Auschwi t z, and noting not only the canp grounds, but al so the substanti al
German wartime civic construction in the town of Auschwitz,| had to
revise ny view of the canp.| realized that having grown up in a culture
that had defined itself as one ";after Auschwitz," | had also ";nythified
" Auschwi tz,,ignoring descriptions of historical contingency for the sake
of assertions about sonme unchangi ng nature of the site, subsum ng,in the



case of Auschw tz, ny general understanding as a historian for the
conplexity of human acts in a belief in the sinplicity of essences, and
taking statenents of fact as expl anations. 20 Renenberi ng Ronal d Bart hes
dictumthat the critique of a nythified object begins when we recall that
It once was nmade 21 | began to investigate the archives in Pol and, and
found evidence that increased nmy confusion. The canp in Auschwitz had been
not merely built right next to an existing town, but one that the sanme nen
who had ordered the construction of the canp had designhated as a centre
of growt h. Nati onal Socialist Auschwitz was to becone the German capita

of a German district,and the site of massive German industrial activity.
It becane clear that the nythification of Auschwitz,in which | had
participated unwttingly, had blinded ne for a nore conplex reality

i n which seem ngly opposing things such as the design for a utopia and
the construction of a dystopia existed al ongsi de each other.|l becane a
truly ";revisionist " historian when,,with the help of ny friend and
col | eague Debrah Dwork,| decided to strip away the nmyth,to lay bare the
pl ace, and reconstruct the where, how, when, and finally why of Auschwtz.In
our work,it becane clear that while Auschwitz did becone the | argest
death canp for Jews,it was not pre-ordained to becone the nmajor site of

t he Hol ocaust. Reclainmng the many different and contrary intentions the
Germans had for Auschwi tz,we becane able to square the way Auschw tz
becane the central site of the Hol ocaust wwth the ways of the world -a
world in which the nysterious, nythifiable forces of mal evol ence seem
often so ludicrously irrelevant conpared to the profane,utterly
intelligible and very effective tendencies of insufficiency and

expedi ency. As a result,our book, Auschwitz: 1270 to the Present recovers

t he anbi guous and often paradoxical realities that are at the bottom of
the crisp, consistent and in many ways conveni ent schene earlier

hi st ori ans accepted as the war-tinme history of Auschwtz.

The history of Auschwitz is not carved in stone,but |like all accounts of
the past it is subject to revision.Contrary to what Hol ocaust Deniers
assert, serious historians who accept that Auschwitz was a central site of
t he Hol ocaust do not turn-off their critical faculties when they consider
the topic. They do not consider the inherited history of the canp a
religious dogna. At no point is this so clear as in the way the historical
community has accepted and endorsed a nmjor revision of the death count
of Auschwitz from4 mllionto 1.1 mllion.l would |like to review here,in
sone detail, the way and manner in which the responsible revisionist
schol arship of Dr.Franciszek Piper,chief historian of the Auschwtz-

Bi rkenau State Museum has established these nunbers.

Before we begin,it is inportant to note that the Germans did not keep any
records as to the nunber of people killed in the gas chanbers. There are
many German testinonies to that effect. One of themis from SS-

Unt erschar f hrer Pery Broad, who worked in the Political Departnent



at Auschwitz -the office that served anong other things as a |liason

bet ween Berlin and the canp for the purpose of the Final Solution.

| medi ately after the war, Broad gave sone val uabl e information regarding
record keepi ng.

When i nformati on was requested by the Reich Main Security Ofice
concerning a past transport,as a rule nothing could be ascertai ned. Forner
transport lists were destroyed. Nobody could | earn anything in Auschwtz
about the fate of a given person. The person asked for ";is not and never
has been detained in canp,” or ";he is not in the files "-these were the
usual fornmulas given in reply. At present,after the evacuation of
Auschwitz and the burning of all papers and records,the fate of mllions
of people is conpletely obscure.No transport or arrival lists are in

exi stence any nore. 22

Broad's statenent was confirned by Commandant Rudol f Hoss,who wote after
the war in a docunent that was submtted and accepted as evidence in the
Ei chmann Trial that he had not been allowed to keep records. Ei chmann was
";the only SS officer who was all owed to keep records concerning these

| i qui dati on operations,according to the orders of the Reichsfihrer-SS. Al l
ot her units which took part in any way had to destroy all records

I mredi ately."23 And OGswal d Pohl ,who ran the central adm nistration of
the SS,testified during his trial that while he received

regul ar information about the nortality of registered prisoners, he was
not informed about the nunber of deportees killed in the gas chanbers
upon their arrival in Auschwtz. 24

The first post-war attenpt to establish within the context of a forensic
I nvestigation the total nunber of dead was undertaken by the ";
Extraordinary State Commttee For the Ascertaining and Investigation of
Crimes Commtted by the German-fascist | nvaders and Their Associates On
Crimes Commtted by the German-fascist Invaders in the Oswi eci m Death
Canp."The commttee cane to the conclusion that four mllion people had
been killed in Auschwi tz. Their concl usi on was based on an assessnent of
the capacity of the crematoria. The five crematoria would have been abl e
to burn, at least in theory,5, 121, 000 bodi es. 25 Added to that was the
extra capacity provided by the pyres.

Maki ng al | owances for possible undercapacity operation of the
crematori uns and stoppages, however,the Comm ssion of technical experts
establ i shed that during the existence of the Gswi eci mcanp the CGerman
executioners killed in it no less than four mllion citizens of the USSR ,
Pol and, France, Jugosl avi a, Czechosl ovaki a, Rumani a, Hungary, Hol | and, Bel gi um
and ot her countries. 26

Apart fromthe engi neering approach to the question how nmany peopl e had



died in Auschwitz a second nethod enmerged to establish the nunber of
victins.lt was based on an analysis of the nunber of deportations to the
canp. As early as 1946, Nachman Bl unental ,using this nethod, cane to an

I nformed guess that the nunber of victins ought to have been

sonewhere between 1.3 and 1.5 mllion.27 In the early 1950s, Cerald
Reitlinger also tried to nake a rough guess of the nunber of victins on
t he basis of the nunber of deportees.

As to the total nunber of Jews brought to the selection place at
Auschwitz,it is possible to estimate fairly closely for the Western and
Central European countries and the Bal kans but not for Pol and. There is no
real guide to the percentage gassed.lt was | ow before August, 1942, and
generally | ow again after August, 1944, but in the neantine gassi ngs m ght
vary between fifty and nearly a hundred per cent.The follow ng |ist nmakes
al  owances for a nunber of French and G eek transports sent to Maj danek
and 34,000 Dutch Jews who went to Sobi bor:

Bel gi um 22, 600

Croatia 4,500

France 57, 000

Greater Reich [....direct transports only ] *25, 000
Greater Reich [ via Theresienstadt ]32,000
G eece 50, 000

Hol | and 62, 000

Hungary (wartinme frontiers) 380, 000

Italy 5,000

Luxenmbourg 2, 000

Nor way 700

Pol and and Baltic States*180, 000

Sl ovaki a (1939 borders) 20, 000



840, 800
(*uncertain)

O this total, 550,000 to 600,000 nay have been gassed on arrival and to
this nust be added the unknown portion of the 300,000 or nore, m ssing
fromthe canp, who were sel ected. 28

It is inportant to note that Reitlinger systematically chose,if
confronted with different esti mates about the nunmber of victins,the

| onest one. The first reason was that exaggeration would serve those who
w shed to deny the Hol ocaust.29 The second one nust be located in his
unusual Iy cheerful disposition vis-a-vis the whole story,which was rooted
in his very bl eak assessnent of human nature:as he wote the book, he

al ways rem nded hinself that it could have been worse -a sentinent few
have shared. 30

Finally there were different assessnent nmade by w t nesses. The nost

I nportant of these was, w thout doubt, Commandant Rudol f Hdss.During his
initial interrogations, Hiss seens to have confirmed an initial assessnent
done by his interrogators that three mllion people had been killed

In Auschwitz.31 In Nurenberg, he gave different nunbers at different
occasions.During his interrogations he gave detailed |list of nunbers for
each nationality that cane to over 1.1 mllion deportees.32 In his

af fi davit, however, he stated that ";at |east 2,500,000 victins were
executed and extermnated [in Auschwitz ] by gassing and burning,,and at
| east another half mllion succunbed to starvation and di sease, neki ng a
total dead of about 3,000,000."33 He confirnmed this nunber in

a conversation with the prison psychologist Dr.Glbert.";He readily
confornmed that approximately 2 1 /2 mllion Jews has been exterm nated
under his direction."34 In a short nenorandum which he wote for Gl bert
later in April Hoss returned to the | ower nunber.He now stated that the
nunber of 2.5 mllion referred to the technical potential.";[T Jo the
best of ny know edge,this nunber appears to ne nuch too high.If |
calculate the total of the nass operations which I still renmenber, and
still make all owance for a certain percentage of error,| arrive,in ny
calcul ation,at a total of 1.5 mllion at the nost for the period fromthe
begi nni ng of 1941 to the end of 1944."35 Finally,in Pol and, Hiss re-
affirmed that the nunber of victins had been nost |ikely |ess than 1.2
mllion persons,commenting that ";1 regard the nunber of 2.5 mllion as
far too high. Even Auschwitz had Iimts to its destructive
capabilities."36



Thus, by the begi nning of the 1950s,there were basically three estinmates
of the nunber of victins,each based on different sources:a high one of 4
mllion based on the assuned capacity of the crenatoria,a | ow one of

around 1 mllion based on the nunber of transports and Hoss's
final assessnment given to Dr. Gl bert in Nurenmberg and Dr.Jan Sehn in
Cracow, and a m ddl e one of around 2.5 mllion, based on E chmann's nunber

as related by Hoss,and as initially substantiated by Hoss in his
Nur emberg affidavit.

Until the early 1980s no original schol arship was undertaken to cone to a
resolution of the unacceptably great range between the | owest and hi ghest
estimate. The Cold War was largely to blane:the figure of 4 mllion had
been established by the Soviets,and the figure of 1 mllion had been
first proposed in the West.As rel ations between the East and West
deteriorated,with the |argest part of Germany becom ng part of NATO and
with that country refusing to recognize the |egitinmacy of the post-war
Pol i sh annexation of the former German territories of East Prussia,
Poner ani a, and Sil esia,the issue of the nunber of victins becane an object
of politics. The comrunist rulers of Poland were unwilling to give an inch
on their clains against Germany as | ong as the Bonn governnent did not
recogni ze the territorial integrity of the People's Republic of Pol and,
and therefore they continued to maintain,as a matter of policy,that 4
mllion people had been killed in Auschwitz.Iln the Wst, nost historians
of the Hol ocaust who, given the political climte,were unable to do
original research in the matter tended to accept,wth reservations,the
mddle figure of 2.5 mllion.Initially only Raul Hil berg,who did

i nportant statistical analysis into the nunber of victins of the

Hol ocaust, supported the Iower figure of 1 mllion.He reasoned -with
justification - that given the total nunber of victinms of the Hol ocaust
(5.1 mllion in his conservative estimte), and given nore or |ess
reliabl e assessnents about the nunber of Jews who di ed of genera
privation in the ghettos, who were executed in open-air shootings, and who
died in other exterm nation and concentration canps,the total nunber of
Auschwi tz victinms could not have been nore than 1 mllion. 37

The advent of Solidarity and the election of the Pole Karol Wjtyla as
Pope John-Paul Il (1978)changed the intellectual climte in Poland. Wil e
the governnment was still commtted to the official figure of 4 mlIlion
victinms, Dr. Pi per of the Auschwi tz Museum who had been banned until then
fromresearching the issue,began to focus his attention on the question
of how many people had died in the canp. A catalyst for his research were
new figures produced in France by CGeorges Wl lers,who had cone to the
conclusion that 1,613,455 persons had been deported to Auschwitz (of whom
1,433,405 were Jews)and that 1,471,595 of them had died (of whom
1,352,980 were Jews).



Pi per, brought his work to a first conpletion in 1986. G ven the fact that
he |l argely endorsed the figures that had been proposed in the Wst by
Reitlinger and Hi | berg, he decided to proceed carefully -a snmart nove
considering that Poland was in the md 1980s subjected to mlitary rule.
He first subjected his conclusions to a process of internal review within
the nmuseum and then to a thorough external review by the | eading Polish
research institute on the Nazi era,the Main Comm ssion for the

I nvestigation of Nazi Crines in Poland.In 1990, after endorsenent of

his findings (and wth the first post-comuni st governnent in power),

Pi per made his new estimate of 1.1 mllion victins known to the

I nternational conmmunity. This figure has been endorsed by all serious,

prof essi onal historians who have studied the conplex history of Auschwtz
in some detail, and by the Hol ocaust research institutes at Yad Vashemin
Jerusal em and at the United States Hol ocaust Menorial Miseumin

Washi ngton D. C. 38

Wien he began work, Pi per realized that the remaining papers of the canp
adm ni stration, which the SS had |argely destroyed before they abandoned
the canp,would provide little help in establishing the total nunber of
peopl e deported to and killed in the canp. All the deportees who had been
sel ected for the gas chanbers on arrival had never been registered as

| nmat es, and so about them no adm nistrative record within the canp had
ever existed except for reports nmade by the head of the | abour allocation
of the inmates to his superiors in Berlin,stating that of such-and

such transport that contained so nany deportees a certain nunber had been
selected as ";fit for work," while the rest,judged to be ";unfit for

wor k, " had been subjected to "; Special Treatnent " ((";

wur den sonder behandelt--")or had been ";specially |odged " (("; gesondert
unt ergebracht--")-an obvi ous euphem smfor killing as firtsly there was
no acconodation in the canp to provide ";special |odging for

those declared ";unfit for work," and secondly these people subsequently
di sappeared without a trace..39 Three of such reports survive. 40
According to the SS man Pery Broad, who worked in the Political Departnent
of Auschwitz,simlar reports were sent by his departnent to Ei chnmann at
the nerve center of the whole operation to kill the Jews:the Reich
Security Main O fice. None of these survive. As we have seen above, Broad
declared that,inmediately after the nunbers had been dispatched to Berlin,
the Political Departnent was under instruction to destroy all records. 41

Pi per al so decided not to make use of the estimates of the nunber of
peopl e nurdered nade by eyew tnesses. Wth one exception - Kormandant

Rudol f HOoss -none of the Gernman personnel who confessed after the war, and
none of the survivors of the canp, belonging either to the

resi stance organi zation within the canp,or who had worked in

adm nistrative offices,or as Sonderkomando in the crematoria, had been in
a position to gather sufficient aggregate data over the whol e period



of the canp's history to establish a credible figure.

Pi per also discarded the early attenpts, nade by Sovi et and Poli sh
forensic investigators in 1945,to establish the total nunber of victins
on the basis of the incineration capacity of the crematori a. As we have
seen, the experts had deci ded that, over the period of their existence,
the crematoria could have incinerated up to 5,121,000 corpses. To be on
the safe side,they had assuned that the crematoria had operated on four-
fifths of capacity,and therefore they finally assunmed a nunber of four
mllion.Gven the fact that the investigators probably over-estinated
the incineration capacity of the crematoria (on the basis of a

mul tiplication of the official German figures for each crematorium and
the tine they were in operation,one would cone to a figure of 2.6 mllion
corpses 42 )and underestimated the sonetines considerable tine that the
crematoria had been idle, Piper also concluded that it would be difficult
to reach concl usions on that basis al one.

The best approach, so he argued,was to foll ow Nachman Bl unental ' s net hod
and proceed on the basis of research on the nunbers of people who had
been deported fromthe various countries to Auschwitz. Analysis of the
transports had been the basis for Reitlinger's guestinate that

sone 900, 000 people had died in the canp,and Wellers's concl usi on that
1,471,595 people had died in Auschwitz..Yet Piper was sceptical of

Wl lers's figures. Wl lers,so he argued, had used sone arbitrary prem ses,
not consi dered data of great inportance,and conbi ned approxi mate figures
wi th precise nunbers.Failing to take into account transfers of inmates to
ot her canps, i nnmates who had been rel eased and who had escaped, he had
under esti mat ed t he nunber of survivors by 80, 000. Added to that, Wl lers
had overesti mated the nunber of deportees to Auschwitz by around 320, 000
peopl e, chiefly by overcal cul ati ng the nunber of Polish Jews brought to
the canp (622,935 instead of 300, 000). 43

On the basis of archival research done by scholars in various countries,
and especially the three-decade | ong project known in the Auschwtz
archive as the ";Kalendarium" and undertaken by the Polish schol ar
Danut a Czech, Pi per was able to cone to an estimate of the nunber of

Jews deported to Auschwi tz. The Kal endari um -a day-by day, fully annotated
chronicle of the history of the canp -is a nassive reference work which
has been since 1956 the core of the long-termresearch policy of the
Auschwi t z- Bi rkenau State Miuseum Early instal nents of the Kal endari um
were published in the |ate 1950s and early 1960s. Wrk conti nued, however,
t hr oughout the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s,wi th constant refinenents as nore
source material becane available.Finally,in 1989, the German publi shing
house Rowohlt published the nmassive German edition of the Kal endarium
foll owed a year |l ater by the English-1anguage edition entitled Auschwitz
Chronicle: 1939-1945 44 This work includes, after twel ve pages of



I ntroductory remarks, 805 pages chronicling the pre-history of the canp
fromthe outbreak of the war to the establishnment of the canp in

the Spring of 1940, and al nost every day of the canp's operation until its
| i beration on January 27, 1945. Added to that are 19 pages with short

bi ographi es of the major perpetrators,a four-page gl ossary, and an ei ght -
page bi bliography that includes 152 individual entries.

A typical entry,randomy chosen,reads as foll ows:
Novenber 14 [1942 ]

Pri soner No.69656 is shot at 5:40 A M By the SS sentry on duty at
Wat chtower B of the main canp ";while escaping.”

The standby squad is ordered to the unloading ranp at 1:45 A Mto take
charge of a transport.

2,500 Jewi sh nmen, wonen and children arrive with an RSHA transport from
the ghetto of the Zichenau District. After the selection, 633 nen and 135
wonen are admtted to the canp and receive Nos. 74745 -75377 and 24524 -
24658. The remaining 1,732 are killed in the gas chanbers.

1,500 Jewi sh nen, wonen and children arrive with an RSHA transport from
the ghetto in the Bialystok District. After the selection, 282 nen and 379
wonen are admtted to the canp and recei ve Nos. 75378 -75659 and 24659 -
25037. The renmai ni ng 839 deportees are killed in the gas chanbers.

71 male and two fenmale prisoners sent to the canp by the Sipo and SD for
the Krakow District receive Nos. 75660 -75730, 25038, and 25039.

The SS Canp Doctor nmakes a selection in the prisoners ' infirmary.. He
sel ects 110 prisoners,who are taken to Birkenau and killed in the gas
chanbers. 45

The Kal endari um nust be regarded as the basis of any research into the

hi story of deportations to Auschwitz,but it nust be pointed out that it
Is not perfect.Especially with regards to the final |iquidation of the
Lodz ghetto, and the subsequent deportation of its remaining population to
Auschwi t z, t he absence of a clear indication of the size of 11 of the 12
listed transports is troubl esone. The transport of Septenber 18, 1944 had a
size of 2,500 deportees.If this was a typical transport,this would nean
that the ten |isted transports account for a total of 25,6000 deportees.
However,the Statistical Ofice of Lodz shows that in August and Septenber
73,563 Jews were deported from Lodz, nost of themwere sent to Auschw tz.
This neans that all record of a maxi mum of 20 transports (sonme 50, 000



peopl e)are lost,at |east in the account of the Kalendarium This ";
di sappearance " of up to 20 transports seens,,in my opinion,to be the
single greatest anomaly in the Kal endarium

Usi ng both the Kal endarium and the research done by historians in various
countries on the precise nunber of Jews of each national group deported -
in the case of France the total nunber of victins was established by
Jacob Letschinsky in early 1947,46 in the case of the Netherlands

all deportation lists were found intact and included in the Parlianentary
Report on the German occupation,and so on -Pi per was able to cone to
preci se estimtes of deportations to Auschwitz of Jews fromthe follow ng
nati onal groups (rounded up or down to the next thousand for all

nunbers | arger than 10, 000):

(i) France: 71 transports between March 27,1944 and August
22,1944; transport lists total to a nunber of sone 69, 000 deport ees.

(i1) The Netherlands: 68 transports between July 15, 1942 and Sept enber
3, 1944; transport lists total to a nunber of 60,000 deportees.

(iii1) Geece:22 transports between March 20, 1943 and August

16, 1944; railway tickets show the deportation of sone 49,000 Jews from
Sal oni ki to Auschwitz,and transport |ists show the deportation of another
6, 000 Jews from At hens and Corfu to Auschw tz.

(iv) Bohem a and Moravi a: 24 transports between Cctober 26,1942 and
Oct ober 1944;transport lists total a nunmber of some 46, 000 deport ees.

(v) Slovakia:19 transports between March 26, 1942 and Cct ober
20, 1942; various other transports in the fall of 1944;transport |ists
total a nunmber of sone 27,000 deportees;

(vi) Belgium 27 transports between August 4,1942 and July 31, 1944;
transport lists total a nunber of sone 25,000 deportees;

(vii) Italy:13 transports between Cctober 18, 1943 and Qct ober
24,1944; transport lists total a nunmber of sone 7,500 deportees;

(viii) Norway:2 transports between Decenber 1,1942 and February
2,1943; transport lists total a nunber of 700 deport ees.

This brings a sub-total of sone 290,000 deportees based on relatively
straightforward archival information. All the deportees were either killed
on arrival,and therefore not registered,or admtted to the canp, and



regi st ered.

The figures concerning the Jews fromvarious other countries denmanded
nore involved analysis.In one case there are precise figures for the
nunber of deportees,but a significant nunber of those not killed on
arrival were not admtted or registered in the canp. These so-

cal | ed Durchgangs-Juden (transit Jews)were kept tenporarily in transit,to
be di spatched to concentration canps in the Reich

(i x) Hungary:according to a telegramdated July 11, 1944, sent by the
German anbassador in Budapest to the Foreign Mnistry in Berlin,a total

of 437,402 (438,000)Jews were deported to Auschwitz. The total nunber of
transports was 148. O the 438,000 Jews,as nuch as 25,000 could have been
qual i fied as Durchgangs-Juden

This brings a revised sub-total of 728,000 deportees -all Jews 47 -from
nine countries.ln all the foregoing cases, Piper's nunbers canme close to
t hose of Wellers.

Finally there are the countries for which the data,for various reasons,
proved | ess straightforward, or for which,at one point or another,there
has been substantial disagreenent between schol ars.

(x) Poland:there is relatively reliable information, based on records kept
by the canp resi stance novenent, about the nunber of regular transports
with Polish Jews (except those from Lodz)that arrived in Auschwtz

bet ween May 5, 1942 and August 18,1944 (142). These transports averaged
sone 1,500 people each,with three going as high as 5,000 people (June
1942 from Bi el sko-Bi al a, August 1942 from Bendzi n, Sept enber 1943 from
Tarnow), three exceeding 4,000 people (June 1942, January 1943 from
Lonza, Novenber 1943,from Szebnie),and thirteen transports of between
3,000 and 4, 000 peopl e. The usual size of Polish transports was either
1,000 or 2,000 people.Thirty-six transports counted |ess than 1, 000
peopl e. The total nunber of deportees fromthese transports were sone
221, 000 people. Added to this nunber should be the transports that

| i qui dated the Lodz ghetto in August and Septenber 1944. O these ten
transports are listed.In July 1944 the ghetto counted a little bel ow
74,000 people.By the end of Septenber there were none. Mbst of the
transports went to Auschwitz. Hence the total nunber of Polish Jews
deported to Auschwitz was between 280,000 and 290, 000. Pi per rounded this
up to 300, 000 people to accommbdat e possi bl e di screpanci es.

This round figure of 300,000 Polish Jewi sh deportees to Auschwitz seens
al so confirmed by a consideration of the fate of all the Jews of
prewar Pol and. Before the war,sonme 3.1 mllion Jews |lived in Poland. After



the Polish Canpai gn of 1939,the Germans gai ned control of sone 1.8
mllion Polish Jews. Wth Operation Barbarossa, another mllion Polish Jews
canme under Cerman control,which brings a total of 2.8 mllion Jews. O

t hese 100, 000 survived. The Polish historian Czesl aw Madaj czyk determ ned
that of these sone 200,000 were executed through shooting by

Ei nsat zgr uppen or police units,and 500,000 died in the ghettos. Sone two

mllion Polish Jews were killed in the German canps. Madaj czyk esti mated
that between 1.6 mllion and 1.95 mllion Jews were killed in Treblinka,
Bel zec, Sobi bor and Chel mo; Hi | berg estimated the nunber at 1.7 mllion. O

these 1.7 mllion, 100,000 victins cane from Gernmany, t he Net herl ands, and
Czechosl ovakia, and the rest (1.6 mllion)from Pol and. Wi ch | eaves (2
mllion -1.6 mllion =)400,000 Polish Jews unaccounted for at this point
i n our calcul ation. Between 50,000 and 95, 000 Polish Jews were killed in
Mai danek, from whi ch one may concl ude that at |east 300,000 and possibly
as nmuch as 350,000 Polish Jews died in Auschwtz.

This figure is roughly half the figure of 622,935 Polish Jews assuned by
Wl | ers.

(xi)Germany and Austria:according to research done by the German

Federal Archive in Koblenz, 38,574 German Jews were killed in Auschwitz. O
t hese, a nunber had, before the war, found refuge in France, Bel gi um and
Hol | and, and were included in transports fromthose countries to
Auschwitz. Ot hers were first deported to Pol and, or Bohem a and Moravi a
(Theresienstadt), and were included in transports fromthose places.In
order not to count these people tw ce,their nunber (sone 15, 000)nust be
deducted fromthe 38,574. As a result sone 23,000 German Jews were
deported directly from Germany to Auschwit z.

(xii)Yugoslavia:the data for Yugoslav Jews is confusing. Between 60, 000
and 65, 000 Yugoslav Jews were killed during the war. Most of them were
killed in Yugoslavia,either through public executions, pogrons,or in canps
organi zed by Croats or Serb fascists. From sone of these canps Gernans
deported groups of Jews to Auschwitz -sone 5,000 in total.After the
Italian capitulation in 1943 the 4,000 remaining Jews in Croatia were
deported to Auschwitz in May 1943. Adding in sone smaller transports in
1944, Pi per estimates the total nunber at around 10, 000.

This brings a revised sub-total of 1,061,000 Jews deported to Auschwtz.

Finally,a nunber of Jews,sone 34,000 in total,arrived in Auschwitz from
ot her concentration canps (not including Theresienstadt,or the transit
canps in the various countries nentioned above). This brings a final total
of 1,095,000 (1.1 mllion)Jews deported to Auschwi tz. 48



How many of these deportees were killed on arrival ?There are precise data
for the nunber of registered i nmates. The regi stration nunbers ran
consecutively,and once a nunber had been issued, it was never re-issued
again.ln total 400,207 nunbers were issued for six categories of

pri soners:

a. General nunber systemgiven to gentiles and Jews (May 1940 and
later): 202,499 nen and 89, 325 wonen. Tot al : 291, 824 i nmat es.

b.Jews, A series (May 1944 and | ater): 20,000 nen and 29, 354 wonen.

Tot al : 49, 354 i nmat es. 49

c.Jews,B series (May 1944 and | ater): 14, 897 nen.

d. Re- education prisoners: 9,193 nen and 1,993 wonen. Total 11,186 i nmates
e. Sovi et prisoners of war: 11, 964. Total 11,964 inmates.

f. Romani : 10, 094 nen and 10, 888 wonen. Total 20,982 i nnmat es.

Tot al : 400, 000 regi stered i nnates.

G oups b and c total 64,251 Jewi sh inmates.On the basis of cal cul ations
taking into account the fact that virtually no Jews were registered in
the canp before March 1942, and that after that date all the transports
sent by the Reich Security Main O fice contained exclusively Jews, Pi per
cane to the conclusion that slightly less than half of the 291, 824

I nmat es regi stered under the general nunmber system were Jews. This brings
a total of sone 205,000 (64,000 +141, 000)regi stered Jews.

G ven the fact that 1,095,000 Jews were deported to Auschw tz, and 205, 000
were registered as inmates in the canp,it follows that 890,000 Jews who
arrived were not registered. ™ these sone 25,000 woul d have been

Dur chgangs-Juden, which | eads to the concl usion that 865, 000 Jews

were killed on arrival.

The nortality of the registered Jews is nore difficult to determne.lt is
clear that,of the registered i nmates, 190,000 were transferred to other
concentration canps -nost of themafter the death marches of January 1945.
A total of 8,000 inmates were |liberated by the Red Arny on

January 27,1945, sone 1,500 i nmates were rel eased, and sone 500 escaped.
This neans that sone 199,500 i nmates, or roughly half of all the

regi stered i nmates, are accounted for. The rest,or 200,000, nust have died



In the canp. According to Piper,the nortality rate for the general canp
popul ati on (mainly Poles and Jews),was around 50 per cent over the life
of the canp -for the Soviet prisoners- of-war and the Romani it was nuch
hi gher. As a result Piper canme to a rough estinmate of 100, 000 regi stered
Jews that died in the canp. The result is that the total nortality of Jews
in Auschw tz was 960, 000.

Added to this nunber are a nunber of other victimgroups, such as

unregi stered Pol es sent for execution to Auschwitz by the Gestapo Summary
Court,regi stered Polish innmates, unregi stered Romani, regi stered Romani ,
unregi stered Sovi et prisoners-of-war sent for execution,registered

Sovi et Prisoners-of-war,and ot hers (Czechs, Russi ans, Bel orussi ans,

Ukr ai ni ans, Yugosl avs, Frenchnen, Germans, Austrians and so on):

1. Jews: 860, 000 unregi stered and 100, 000 regi stered i nmat es. Tot al
960, 000 victi ms.

2. Pol es: 10, 00 unregi stered and 64, 000 regi stered i nnates. Tot al
74,000 victinms.

3. Romani : 2, 000 unregi stered and 19, 000 regi stered i nnat es. Tot al
21,000 victins.

4. Sovi et prisoners-of-war: 3,000 unregi stered and 12, 000 regi stered.
Total 15,000 victins.

5. hers: 12,000 regi stered i nmates. Total 12,000 victins.
Total : 1, 082, 000 victi ns.

Since its publication, Piper's assessnent that sone 1.1 mllion people
died in Auschwitz has found only one substantial challenge.ln 1993 the
French researcher Jean-C aude Pressac cane to the substantially | ower
figure of around 800,000 dead in a five page appendix to his Les
Crématoires d' Auschwitz The najor reason for Pressac's disagreenent with
Piper is in the forner's belief that both the nunber of Hungarian and
Polish Jews killed in the canp were substantially | ower than Piper
assuned. Pressac agreed with Piper that 438,000 Hungarian Jews had been
deported to Auschwitz,yet assunmed that 118,000 of these had been

Dur chgangsj uden who had been transferred to other canps imedi ately after
sel ection. 50 Pi per had assuned that only 25,000 of these Hungarian Jews
had been Durchgangsj uden whi ch nmeant that Pressac felt justified to
reduce, on the basis of this assunption alone,the nortality of Auschwtz
with (118,000 -25,000 =)93, 000 people. Pressac al so assuned, on the basis
of a very quick and rough cal culation that instead of 300, 000



only 150,000 Polish Jews had been deported to Auschwtz.51 As a result,
Pressac cane to a total nunber of 945,200 Jews deported to Auschw t z, of
whom 118, 000 were Durchgangsjuden (Piper's nunber is 1.1 mllion, of whom
25, 000 were Durchgangsjuden ,and subtracting fromthat nunber

200, 000 regi stered Jews, Pressac assuned that 630,000 Jews were gassed on
arrival (Piper's nunber is 860, 000).Because Pressac al so assuned a | ower
nortality for registered i nmates (130,000 i nstead of 200, 000)whi | st
assum ng the sane nunbers for the Soviet prisoners-of-war (whilst ";
forgetting " the Romani!),he arrives at a total nortality of (630,000

+130, 000 +15, 000 =) 775,000 dead (or roughly 75 %of Piper's nunbers. 52

In the German translation of Les Crématoires d' Auschwitz which appeared
In 1994 under the title Die Krematorien von Auschwitz: Di e Techni k des
Massennor des Pressac had changed his m nd. Now he presented in an el even-
page appendi x a substantially |lower figure of at |east between

631, 000 and 711, 000 dead. This new range of figures was the result of a
new assunption that the nunber of Hungarian Jews deported to Auschwitz
was substantially | ower than both Piper and Pressac hinself had assuned.

I nstead of 438,000 Hungarian Jews, Pressac now used a nunber of between
160, 000 and 240, 000.53 As a result,Pressac cane to a total nunber of

bet ween 667, 200 and 747,200 Jews deported to Auschwitz (Piper's nunber is
1.1 mllion),and subtracting fromthat nunber 200, 000 regi stered Jews,
Pressac assuned that between 470,000 and 550, 000 Jews were gassed on
arrival (Piper's nunber is 860, 000). Because Pressac al so assuned a | ower
nortality for registered i nmates (126, 000 i nstead of 200, 000) whi | st
assum ng the sane nunbers for the Soviet prisoners-of-war and the Romani,
he arrives at a total nortality of between 630,000 and 710, 000 -or
roughly between 57%and 65%f Piper's nunber.

Are Pressac's challenges to Piper's nunbers to be taken seriously?Let us
first consider the general credibility of his research. There is no doubt
that Pressac has rendered inportant service to the historiography of
Auschwi tz through his research on the devel opnent of the gas chanbers
and the crenmatoria.Yet it is also true that, having achi eved a deserved
recognition through the study of one aspect of the history of Auschwtz,
Pressac did not hesitate to pronounce hinself,at least in ny own presence,
not only the ultimte expert in all matters relating to the history of
Auschwi t z, but even to claimexpertise in all matters relating to the

Hol ocaust. As a result, Pressac did not hesitate to nmake far-reaching
clainms on issues he had not studied, and which were beyond his judgenent.
H s desire to "; escape t he narrow perspective of his study of the gas
chanmbers by offering his contribution to the question of the nunber of
victins is a case in point.H s |lack of true expertise becones clear when
one consi ders how he radically changed his assessnent of the nunber of
peopl e nurdered in Auschwitz fromone edition to the next.



Revi ewi ng his argunents,it seens to nme that Pressac could have a point,
whi ch he however fails to prove,when he clains that Piper was too low in
his assessnent of the nunber of Hungarian Jews who were qualified as

Dur chgangsj uden on arrival in Auschwitz. G ven the German policy during

t he Hungarian Action to use Auschwitz as a selection station,| have

al ways had sone problemw th Piper's nunber -but would have no data to
prove himwong.|f Pressac were to be right,or sonewhat right on this

I ssue,then it could be that the total nunber of Jew sh people nurdered in
Auschwi tz woul d be | ower than 960, 000, and that the total nunber of
victinms would be closer to 1 mllion than the 1.1 mllion people which
Pi per cal cul ated. Pressac's argunent that 150,000 and not 300, 000 Polish
Jews were deported to Auschwitz is, however, based on sone very arbitrary
observations regarding the |iquidation of the ghetto of Bendin and
Sosnowitz in early 1943. It is clear that,in the first week of August,
nore than 30,000 Jews fromthese ghettos arrived with convoys of either
2,000 or 3,000 people in the canp,and that nore than 22,000 of them were
killed in the gas chanbers. Pressac reasons that the average killing and
I ncineration rate shoul d have been close to 4,000 per day during this
peri od. Theoretically,this should have been possible, given the fact that
the official daily incineration capacity of the crematoria was 4, 756
corpses. 54 Pressac reasons, however,that in the first week of August the
total incineration capacity of the canp had been | ess than hal ved because
of problenms with crematoria 2 and 5,and that as a result the canp

I nci nerators could not have ";accommbdated " within the given period the
((close to)22,000 victins. Hence, Pressac assunes that because the

I ncineration capacity of the crematoria was half during this period, the
nunber of victins was hal f,and that therefore the nunber of Bendi n and
Sosnowitz Jews deported to Auschwitz was half -ignoring the fact that
there was i ndependent confirmation fromthe chief of police of Sosnowtz
of the nunber of 30,000 deported Jews. Undeterred by this, Pressac reasons
t hat because the nunber of deportees was half,the size of each of the
transports was half (that is 1,000 or 1,500 people per transport and not
2,000 or 3,000 people per transport)and, commtting the fallacy of
conposition, he now assunes that all transport of Polish Jews were half
of what they were supposed to have been,and that therefore the total
nunber of Polish Jews had been half of the 300, 000 people Piper
assuned. 55 Thus a potentially |legitinate observation that during the
first week of August 1943 half of the ovens were out of order |ed Pressac
to conclude that,over the whole history of the canp,only 150,000 and not
300, 000 Polish Jews had been deported to the canp. And he ";saves " these
150, 000 Polish Jews in an argunent that takes a little over a page..

It will be clear that Pressac's nethodol ogy, and hence his revision of the
nunmber of Polish Jews deported to Auschwitz,is not to be taken seriously.
As a result,Piper's nunbers remain the only ones that are supported by
substantial investigation into the matter.As a schol ar worki ng on

the history of Auschwitz,| reviewed Dr.Pi per's nethodol ogy and his



concl usions both in conversation, through study of his witings,and by
considering the evidence he has presented,and | fully join the scholarly
consensus that he has put the natter to rest. And while it is not

i npossi ble that at sone future date they could be revised if,for exanple,
nore informati on becones avail abl e about the nunber of Hungari an

Dur chgangsj uden | do not expect such a revision to be beyond a range

of about 10 per cent.Even if the total nunber of Jew sh victins of
Auschwitz were to be closer to 900,000 than 1,000, 000, Auschwitz was to
remai n the center of the Hol ocaust,and as such the |likely focus of
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